At St: Marier in C 
day of Publick" RAS? 
— RO THge” 7 PORT — 


With an Epiſtle prefixed by Mr 
Samnet Facombe. 


Fa (2g vropuou Wi5tlotsL ts —_— mens hae 


Wea roma gry wang For aha 


0 
cv oinices. ce Chryſef. Orat, 3. T*gIMS. 
Feraſes mrighons 5, injurier, and riches ger by de» 


from ano people 19 anther, 


4 FR 


- 
. ” 
Th® | 
—— _— 7 | ——— 
——_—_— "COR os Web 
. T — 
macho _ 


i 


& — - 
the Bible in Popes» 

—- \ 

: 
, J 
t ; - s 4 

: ff * % 4 
: : A J — iS 4 


TY, oe: 


, , punt f 1vY SA £6 
:4 G4 4 SV 


wrLIT 


4 7 


WW 


+dM yd 09 


% 


* i% 
A * « v . 
. ? *? 1 
\ > 4V/ 6 
. . 
?1 Fs 3 ® 
, v . hd | 
* 
., 
, : 
% \ 3 =, 
- 1 ITY X 
W 2 
> * OS 
$9053 - 05 13G} "ﬀIY) 
' 
" 
5% 
- Lat 


| F 
t art 5 Ag £ 
V, ©] F: 
"* of SQ $ 
Ir As 


WWIIJ 


3 - (11 
/ & ren y 
C A A A981: gi 


> » /, : 


LIT SQA! C19; £1; 


\yninvt 


f A S% v4 $4.4. « 4 
% F - 4 cr % % 
. .! 3 ( www te M 1301 * g 
19 ? % i! Fi ! | 
k . $4 : Y 
"\ | % * - + *% « * . 
AE BSMULL EPS LY 
2 9 bt = 1 C 
6,07 $336H 
\ $44 c \JY - 
© Jed «Y* +4 4 : / 4 | 
Vs en mol Big vallA ow! 


B— 4 Ke i. 


EADE 
UN {UL 13 IO LG LTR C12 SN IE NH 
a@T.is well knowngthat an: Hypoctite ad 
22, - Artifitial'\peice meer CheA, a/5t 
WM Player, every thing-almoſt! butwhas: 
DB he ſeems tobe; » wha makes Religion 
Uno ſerve [fome> private lend}, ot :tltraſ 
bimſelfinco the:company; of Profeſfots; 43ithel bwrss 
reg Deer doth into.the midſt of thi herd, becaiſe he 
hopes for ſome outward ſafety : but rhe knife rhat 
liſters well is quickly found to be what it is,44 lead, 
y<cutting ſomething hard with it, for 6 hends.oe 
very way :Follow him to his Family,obſerv&. hut in 
his dealings with men, in acts of Juſtice, midd him 
in his ſobriety ,and thou; ': hee may bee quick and 
nimble, yet hee leaves his ſent behind him, and 
his own Conſcience will one day purſue him by 
| Tl Oueftion not,but an ordinary difſembler knows 
i himſelf to bee ſo, there is one company of Hypo- 
Crites that are leſſe apt to ſuſpect themſelves, be- 


eat zealots for ſome peices of Gods ſervice, 
ona Az where- 
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it warer, enough to. drown the Ship -- * 

n0nGP diſcuſſed in this Sermon : Neal 
lute-necefli of Fobſerying all the dut 


a our: Nei <# wee will-ave; = 
charge of Hypocriſy, both which with many other 


things dd ex xefleſ uſe f@ the preſent Rs 
tal bug not doing hrtipans. I thou he” m 
friend ierved the intereſt of piet by publi Sh 
diſconrſe;c the judicioiyyrr wh; att confident with 
finde-the . Author much a Sdiollanmact's Chriſti= 
anin it; all rhat:know him-have- teſtimony of both 
mhis converſe; Fam one-who waverealog: to bleſle 
God for his good example';:and for this Sermon 
which with advantage 1 heard in:the: Univerſity , 


That'iit may. be'a A tothee-alfo, ſhall bee the: 


Prayer of: 


bumbadfre 21151 rao N Thy 6p BOS 
| | - fas #ke «<: 7] 


' London, 
1657. 
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Sam. Tacombe. 
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The. Authors beſt | Beloved 
\ -antHoncured” Friend; | 
M-: Thomas Hunt. 


ayers Fr, I hope: the Author. of 
Be. thi diſcourſe will have no 
\@ FS \ reaſon to bee angry, that [ 
TREAT \baveexpoſed bu papers to 
| publick view; but if hee ſhould chance 

| to.bee arreſted with any ſudden paſſion, 
_ | £doubt:na6:but bee will bee' mſtantly 
', | calmed; when hee meets with your 
| name at "the entrance, which L know 
: | to bee' jo ' pleafing unto bin, that bee 
' | cannot: think of it without a ſmile, and 
| a ſmooth forehead, Þ #4 general good 
that L,gim at in ſopding. them. abroad, 
(many things of great concernment be- 
ng ih:my poor judgement treated of in 

> them) 


.— 


" hem) but yetT am ſure the «Author 
will be#plad that Thave made them al- 
£ fſoſerve a particular end, and give te- 
ſtimony by thus ſhort dedication of the 
ſingular and dear affetion which hee 
bears t0 904. "IF 
Iwill not go about to divine what | 
entertainment they will meet withall a> | 
mong men, but 1 can more than gueſs 
how you mill embrace and' kf the off - 
ſpring of a miude'that could not bring 
forth any thing into the world, without 
expoſing (as a twin together with it ) 
its great love to you; and how welcome |; 


-- " 


* . 30-- > an. ns Ps I 


BJ 


any thing that deſigns to advance pure 
compliance between you and him, that 
great pity; ou did nor. both fuck\ths y 


religion and undefiled, will bee to your 
it Bath made mee ſometimerthinkit was |, 
Jame breaſts, or rather lie ropeeberand| 

| . " embracel” 


or 
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e- I: 


be | 


Fe 


> 
at 


as 
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embrace the ſame womb," that there 
might. not have been that. ' little thing 


wanting, \to have made youtmin-Bre. 
thren; on 1 am ready to \entertain the 


Fewiſh fancy (though upon 4 different 


| ground) that ſouls come imto being by 
| pairs, and that yauare one of thoſe hap- 


fy couples; by whom a more maſculme 


| and generons love, than that whichthey 


make to bee the effetof ſuch an #n;01 18: 
revived and commended to thofe who 
are of your familiarity. Aud how great. 


lan affeftion I have likewiſe diſcerned 


d! 
o Yf, 


11.you'to the holy truths of our Lord Fe- 


ue, 1 will not ſay; knowing that mode- 


o ty, humility, and ſelf-denyal are among 
thafe that youjudge the greateſt. devo- 


tion to bee due unto. 1cannot tell whe- 


— —< A—_—— 
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or whether bee” waht. finde- reaſon to 
correft any thing upon 4 ſecond review, 
1+ but I amcertain © there u' nothing here 
ſaid to you which hee would make 'any 
alteration in, or finde any fault\with, 
unleſſe 1t bee that Thave-not (writves 
nough of hu love, and your" merit... fs 

for my ſelf it 1-no. matter who Þ ams, 

T bough I give © you but\ balf-.of \'my 
name, yet 1 am wholly yours, as. much 

as hee can bee, aud none knows \fo-welk 

A” as hee how much I honour You” 9*N 
March 25. ,1657-,..,.. .) .R6+ Batiuge 
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_ THHpocritical Nation deſcribed. 
ZACH. 7.5. 


When you faſted and mourned in the fifth and ſevemh month, 
even thoſe ſeventy years, did you at all faft unto mee, even 
to mee? | 


Heſe words are part of the anſwer which the Pro- 
aQ& phect givesto a queſtion, that the people returned 
FF out of captivity, had by their meſſengers propor 
| WD ſed cothe Prielts 
"RE they could not reſolve them, to the Prophet, con- 
cerning which wee rcad in the third verſc of this Chapter. For 
the better underſtanding both- the Queen and the Anſwer; 
wee mult obſerve, that after the d ion of Jeruſalem, and 
their being carried captive by the King of Babylon, they ap- 
pointed certain faſts ro bee kept at ſome fer times of the year, 
which were ſad commemorations of that ruine whi de- 
orces God had brought upon them. In the Law of Meſes wee 
read but of one Faſt (that I remember) commanded by God to 
this people, which was in the ſame month with one oftheſc, viz. 
the tenth day of the ſeventh month, and it is mentioned, Levir, 16, 
29. 31, Levit, 23. 27, &c, The negle&; or rather bypocritical 
obſervance of which Sabbath, or day of reſt (tor ſo there 1t 1s 
called) is reproved very ſbarply in the 58, of 1ſs. through the 
whole chapter; where by Sabbath, verſ,13. is to bee under- 
ſtood this faſting day on the tenth of the ſeuemh month, and not the 
ſeventh day of - week, But as there were many occaſional 
Faſts appointed (as is clear in the hiſtory of the- Bible) by the 
ſupream ſtrate; ſoupon the carrying of the Nation aL 
tive, their Rulers(it is moſt like)did appoiat four Faſts to be © 
{crvedeyery year;which ate _y alrogether, Zach, 8, 1 9: 
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and (as it ſhould ſeem) .1n caſe 
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modern, 

Chriſtian, and Jewiſh Interprexers coljetien offo many {> 
veral remarkables im their ruine, The wap fourth month 
was in memory of the firft breach wade in the wall of Hierk 
- lem by the Chaldeans, of which' wee read, Jer. 32.6, ec, T 
Faſt of the foftt#, mn ofthe burning of the Temple, which 
in that month Or 5#: 12.) as the barring of the ſe- 
cond by Titus alſo did. That of the ſevexrb, was in of 
the laughter of Gedaliah, by Thmarl, of which wee read, Jer. 
x, That ofthe rextb merth, tn memory of #he beginning of that 
age which proved ſe fatal to them, which fell out to bee ln that 


gray ge which was in —_—_  _—_— 


for c 
Prophet bctore comm determine the calc, and to 
thatthe day ſhould ſti bee obſerved, only witha-change of the 
folcmiiity, thatfrom a Fe# icihould bee mrned (rogerher with 
the reft) into a Fea#, as itis inches. chap, 29. oy pe this 
hee giyesthem rounderſiand what atrue Faſt is (left afterward 
their daies of mirth ſhould bee ronoberter purpoſe, than their 
daics of ſorrow) and rellsthem plainly, i ar were much 
miſtaken, if they'thought charthey had a true Feſt to 
God allthis while, inthe fifth or the fevench month cicher, or 
had ſerved God better than their Fore-Fathers did, whole ftaſt- 
ing is by God inthe forementioned place (7ſa, 58.) uaderyalued 
and fleighred as REOE his teaft reſpe&t, And this hee 
doth here in the words of my Text, andthoſe that follow, by 
way of queſtion. when you faſted in the fpfth, ec, did you at all 
faſt unto mee, even'to wee > Or as it is inthe Hebrew, 13d *2nQYr 
Ex2INYT1.did you faſt your faft temee, 4 fay to wee? which is a 


phraſe like tharin Hey. 1, 4mm toy mgm & it a time for you, | 


I ſay, for you who are newly delivered by mee, to dwell in your 
{cle houſes, &e. So, wid you taſt eboc ?1ſay, romee, who 

e often red to you, that T care :not for theſe outward 
performances, but loyethehearrytorſaking afſin? or was it 
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not Youwrat? 5. 6.  ufon your you an 
thing burcat and dewk? at ach ating lyour ia Jan 
no more pleaſed with icy. than with your cati —_ 
Ir i91 ent unto mee, if barely cor 
faſt; or not. It yourhad kept noſfuch daics, you had'ph __ 
f _ we pon ou had keptthem' better, This 7 he 

of the words, The Faſt which they obſerved, was : bur as the 
* exctciſe of any ordinary day; itchey had taken their repaſt; fol- 
| © lowed their calling, anointed their heads, done as they uſed at 
| * other times} they had found as much acceprance wirlt God, 
| | andcqually given him content, who looked for other | kinde 
T i y c Propher tells us, in the 9, 10. 11, verſes of this 


;C 

þ weeds then area ſhary expoſtn/ation® with thera about 
: their Hypocrizical faſting; or a tart anſwer to their = 
| 


EET was 


| doubt (wherein they was very and of a tender conſt 
rm hey ond nee Jl orno, And in them 


- Dad 
FF. 
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| Shag wich ages meogls othe Proper ds 

. # manner was in difficule cales- 
 * 2 The waiter of the Anfoor, wherein there: is 1 A Conceff 
4 bo indeed ophas pgo ging Fury and yet, 2 As 
ee eebdes handy enraqntne 
| rime; ing - pr to them by way ion, 
; and appeal to their own conlciences) them judgeg in 
their own caſes, doth put che anſwer our of alldoubt, and leaves 
it as 2 matter clear, evident» and without any the lealt contra- 
Ps rites that they had not faſted at all, - Do . you yout 
mow rd ith the Prophet) in your ſober thoughts, 
that nox cating, -weeping, howling, &c. 


Mcder you No, you harebeentold often enough of this; are 
not 
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pot theſe the words which the Lord bath cried b) the former Pro- 
phets, when Jeruſalem was inbabited, and # proſperity, &'c. 
' words are beſt rendred in the 7. verſ. rann nth? 
&c:) haye not Itold your Fathers by all my feryants w 
you was inthis land, before your captivity, that this was not | 
the Faſt that I have choſen? And yer you their children are in the | 
ſame miſtake, and come confidently ro mee, and tell. mee of | 
our performing, that which I alwaies upbraided them witball. | 
Mee ghinks your own hearts ſhould reprove you and (pare mce | 
a labour of giving you any other anſwer. | ; 
I willſpcak only to the matter of theſe words, andendea- ? 
your to aflert the truch of ene or both of theſe obſerva- ? 
tions, 
I Thatthere is a ſerious, devont, and laborions humbling of 4 | 
mass ſelf, which is not the true faſting and humiliation that God | 
Will accept of, . 
2 That if there bee not that which is the true, there will bee but © 
litale difference between the other, and none at all, The. ſccond# 
will beea conſequent of the firit, - and therefore in the clearing 
of that, it will ſofficientlybee ſpoken - unto. | 
he former lics open ma before our eyes in the Text} | 
and hee muſt bee very careleſſe that doth nor. obſerve this * 
people to have been very contrite in ſome inſtances, and to have" 
expreſled a great deal of ſorrow, much afflicted rhemaſclyes, and * 
in foſerious a manner, that they thought they had very 
well pleaſed God, andcould not in conſcience leave off thele © 
exerciles, till they knew his minde about it, and yet, that they ! 
were bur idlely 1mploied all this time,and had as have ® 
been doing the quite contrary thi g: They themſelves durſt | 
confidently avouch the truth of the firſt parr of what I-#fhirm, * 
and God hee as.  peremptorily aſſerts the other, and- makes! 
their conſciences return as much to themſelves, while hee faith, 
did you faſt unto mee; &c.. thoughthis was not the firſt time 3 
neither, that hee had told themſo, and they might have knowa 
-{o- much before; another as convincing a queſtion following? 
upon this 7. verſe, Nungquid nen {ſunt verba gue locutws Domi=: 
ans, &c, (lothe Vulgar reads them agreeable tothe Hebrew 
are not theſe the words which the Lord cryed by the former Prov 
pherc, & 5, There is no doubt of it, and I nced not: go far for, 


proak; ry R a 
for G es us to it, iCacewill þ be lookin - 
to the words of all his Prophers, which are as ſo many com- 
mM upon the Text, andaofos many. Witneſles to the truth of 
mc % what from it Thave undertaken to make good; ſome of which 
not 7 T ſhallhave cocafionpo cell i-ae anc whe: | affirm. in the ſe- 
the ® quel of this diſcourſe. 
of # © That wee tnay nottherefore put a cheat upon our ſelves, and 
all? think weedo God good(ſeryice cog ſuch a as this, while 
nce% weearc'an abomination to him, nd tha keaed oftic ek be- 
7 cauſcofour Hypocriſicy I ſhall ſhew you 
ca- Þ 1" What is not Gods Faſt which this people did obſerve, What 
va- / this humiliation is that God will nor accept > 
: 2 What is Gods Faſt which this people did not, but ſhould have 
fa obſerved Or whatmorcisrequiredtothe pleaſing God, and 
70d © being cd of him.. 
While ſpeak of rhe oemer of _ two, I will not quite ex- 


Pt clude all notice ofthe latter, nor k EROS from your 
nd " viewxillthisbe diſpatched,bur ſhall re 1 1tas 
08% Tamoyening of this, and{o make fewer wy X, for 


Xt! aliberty' thereby: to croud/into, the narrow com 
” hour, {ome material conſiderations concerni ſtate of 
VE? thispeo «+ which will conduce very much tothe illuſtrating 
ad? ofthew 
mg. I EG is not mer abſt ivence from faod, from: either the de> 
AC? licaciegyor the ordinary refreſhments of nature, which this, peopic 
2 did moſt punQuually and nicely obſerve, and allo tell us Mato 
VC? the affiting of the ſoul of a man (by which phraſe wk, 
Nt} Baſtis expreſled, Levir. 16,) ln tour chings, require the 
M7 fidenor taſtingany foodsviz,. abſtaining | frow, or laying ahde 
ES their bathes, their oimments g bei wityes and their hages XY 
pgs does leaſure and; GER PIG 
_ pron rap r yy inthat Pa) ver, Zo of 
| prets weep int 2, epararmng 
8! my 7 fulr 5'\bave done theſe many Years > ant rg Ever 
[ roaJlabour : while .they 
would not for a world touc aac thy drunk jo inf- 
quity like water, and was ith, it» cvento an Some en and 


by teoks our like aſore; > dior 5 whilc they pined. their body, 


A 3 their. 
v 


; the clearingof it, when.my diſcourſe is deſcended t9 IE: 


"The ut Nation doferibek, © 
Tr a ts 
gs et bas ae 

down, their inordinate orqoreret Nee were not ar toy 


their luxurious appetites were _ retrenched, nothing that was 
_ nareaſonable in them was paired oft,' moderated, or abated, 


ay, Hs what they" z wee bad as have gonc 


and made a feaſt, invited our neighbours, away | 
that time mercily, which wee are now ſpending uy up upon a fad | 


ceremony, ow yo conſider the ſimple a&, 
the other of = neither of them are good in them- 
pools? as they ar ned by wt to Aa nc bo 
arc , fo of religion, 
x her eff of a ID att of d grief, 
I wg the time paſt, it it as Or raw an 4 
er abd ur bes ainſt of andofre «perro fo 
the abſt of thoſe ings Which God God hath th. given us -leaye 
Zone abr to our —_—_ but which wee have fatted our 
ſelves withall ro an exceſſive fulnefſe and w When 
it is anexpreſhon of our repentance, and difclaiming of our 
former courſes, an acknowledgement thar wee defer nothing 
at all, ber tohavevur daily food taken away from our tables, 
and nor fo much as the fcraps left behinde of that plenceous 
proviſion which God bleflces' us withall. 
2 Wheh in reſpel8 of the tine to comve,, it ir aw att of mertifice- 
ris, A UTHINDIIS grnb pining- of our laſts, to the cut- 
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ir provi | 
learningbfſobriety res, and coing on atti- |! 
cone lorningeb erie crofhng 4 —_ i 
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ral, to wound and Kill our fins, it is a thing acccprable 
toGod, and hugely ſcrviccable £o aur: fouls, But kt: us here 
notetwo things.” 1 7 #4 re boa wſp 4, nor only Cc: 77 avertifying of 
ſowe, of bor our lufts and cayvnt aſffett ions, ce with 
z draw the of our pear and the praiſe 
of men, riches and great inthe world, Wee mult make 


Tov Biov $1 

uponlearns to 
and voluptuouſnels 
a ſecret document and remembrance that heefhauld pine, and 
waſte away his coyctous and yoluptuous deſires, from whence 
ſpring all manner of evil. And a Chriſtian, ſaich hee, fafts-nor 


2 all cyilaXions, but according ons paractng of the Goſpel, 


al Cat. 


nations. Theſe daics give him notice whathee isco do jneve- 
! ry day of his life, andrhe Goſpel Faſt is{oſtri&, that ic will not 
| Ict ancvil th or aftcQion have its daily food, though they 
3 never grow ſo'fſtrong as to beger anyevil aQtions, but ſub- 
 Iſtrads their nouriſhment, and intends their mzortification, 
purrigg Ge ſoul uponcutting off allrhoſe luxuriances,and world- 
Tae FUch no body Os : It aſt fo obſerved 

os tar ning oxr appetites to fred upon $piri things, por 
God, and all his fot tra#bs, When the ſoul isat liberty from its 
attendance upon the neceſſities ofthe body, it ſhould ftirce up. 
own hunger, andatisfic ies ſelf with. its —— 
and. 


A. 


Te” The Thieoruadl Natiin defer 


and labour ſoto tafte and relliſh ies {weerneſle, -that cyer aker it 
mayechave a longing for it, and obſerve ſer times for its own re- 
paſt. Ando the bodics fatt, ſhould bee the ſouls feſtival where- 
10, it not only relieves and reticlhes ic ſelffor thar t, but 
aftects irs palace alſo with ſuch a delicious favour of.Gods holy 
CO » that they ſeem ſweeter thanthe hony, and: the. ho-. 
ny-comb, and make the ſoul break for the longing that it hath 
unto thoſe judgetnents atall rimes; 

3" When in reſpelt of the time preſont git u a belpto ſelf-examing- 
tion,” prayer,” and holy meditation, by freemg the minde from 
clouds, and obſcure vapowrs, and ſetting it at liberty from bodily 
WIxINTES, and imerpoſals, that it may altogether attend mnpon its 
own buſinefſe, uevo1 Ths vnns TW Aux 1 Ww5tie x, odorgaw #, nam 
nv vv. TG oapdſt Txg45 401 Tois bios Noyars, ſaith the fore- 
mentioned Clemens, [in Ec/og.} Faſting voids and diſcharges the 
foul of that matrer which woes ics ſpirits, and makes it pure, 
light, and chearful; together with the body in heavenly em- 
ployments, Wee cannot at the ſame time cat, and drink, and 
taſte pleaſant things #  Tg95 TOs aUN0LSs tv, and bee conyet- 
{ant with things ſeparate from all matter, and that are with- 
inthe knowledg: only of the _—_ ws was zr could oh 
termine, [ Porphyy, lib, 1.-T*gi cn0%, therefore it may 
.to-very ary purpoſe, bo abſtain from our daily food, that 
thereby our ſouls being lightened and exonerated of that dull 
heavy matter which oppreſles them, they may more freely 
and clearly minde their own proper objeAs which are perfe&- 
ly ſpiritual. When there is this univerſal intendment in our 
taſting, ir becomes of excellent uſe, and fugular advantage un- 
ro us; but when wee underſtand no more by it; thas the Phari- 
ſees did, who faſted indeed twice every week, but were ſtill full o 
coverouſneſſe, rapine, and exceſſe; wee (ball bee loathſome things 
with all this religion unto God. For this is net the Faſt which Go, 
hath choſen, to pinch avd uſe onr bodies unkindly for a day, 

2 It ys not weeping, wailing, and making lamentation added t 
our faſting, though this bee done with a great deal of ſadneſſe, and 
doleful complaints, as theword TDD in the Text gives us to un 
deritand, Their Plaufus uſed to bee with howling, bearing ol 
| their heads, or knocking of their breaſts, and ſometimes rear 
ing of their hair, with ſuch like cxprefſions of inward gric 


 wponthe ground(a in faſhion among Heathens g2emiſe 


aokenkee ts; 3, HI 
rages inthe: Text, to! what þ 
hagnd ertram; gr gs maan,” 4 lament! ZE = 4 
tor complaints, Weeping. it was net hrog wt o mee. : _ 
that wotd in the thir Chino verſe, is aicered here into; PAD wy 3 
ing is changed into mourning; God grants; . Bae chan they I 
ſpoke of, and ſaich, when you faſted and wepe with. w q 
lamentation, Oc, 'yow did it not unte mee, And there was I 
tle in all the ——_— of os. weeping. wich here, wee. may 
concceiyenor to” have be viz, rending of the gar- 
ments, putting on of ſackcloth i _ ſee on their beads, 9s 
VESz 
as Plmtarchrells us of the. Athenian nn Hs JAR 
AoÞLE hols you notuuercs) freing in [6 —_— and. 
their beads, te; (L. de Td, & Ofir,) ; 
bearry ſorrow for ſin, the mourning - cheiah 
che rending and tearing of their: hearts, the 
the fine:gay clothing, wherein th their Gals. om 
themſelves, the uncaſet ipping of their rl 
coverings CL And ept warm many 
finshe: layinge] ms grating conliderations totheir hearts 
the So uch ſhame and: reproach upon thenaſel ARE, 
they ſhould never look God in the face with any. confidence, 
rill they were cer op xeily = (agaiaſt all impediments) 
ro bee better; theſe things. I ſay, they were mcer ſtrangers un- 
tos ud rherefwerke Prophet cries ont, Ia. 58.4; $3.15. his. the 
Paſt that I have choſen, to bow dgwn his beard as 4 Botr lrafh, &c.? 
Wilt thon call this-4 Faſt, and an acceytable day te:the Lord ? & c. 
No read your hearts, and net your garments, | ſaich. the Prophet 
—_— wnte the Lord with faſting , w:egivg, and mourning. 
rears are go0d) when they! are-the companions of a tc- 
lenting and areruraing heart whenchey-run;outof a ſo 


is towards God, i Sem, 7, 3,3. All the houſe of Iſrael 1s: 


wented after the Lord, and Samuel [pake nntothe 2, [ayin , 1a 
return nuntothe Lord with all your heart, theu pat. "F! Pry hu n 
Gods, and prepare. j Jour heart to tha Lerd, and hea i708 "anh;, = 
rm 1x0 "at phe Co Ityqubec. goad' carnelt, let. ys. Fe 

rnlut Fave a whoſe wp [5 ar af Fl: 
dedchooguined expreſſions Fo of the ward: rclkncing .of Yrs 


hearts 


Fg oftears, that they might weep © 
_ their people, Jer. 9, I 


rf autres Cuſco 


6} Oc Rope 

they werebur Ne & of rain, w 
d' Rn RR Cap aga Artthe next: ——_ 
tenained their {ins with as greata fricndſhipand fami- © 
——_— ES falling our, OP un- ©} 
$ paſt berwoen tears of many a : 
progres dr Fin into 2 conccit that thee is a penitent; þ 
they are the iflie of a natural tendernefle, or the product of | 


fometharp afMiition, or the overflow of ſome ſudden. paſſion, * 
which are bur like zo thoſe which flow from-:the eyesofa | 


youre man, whobeing' in lovewith ofchugely below thim, | * 


by hisFarher, woeps like alittle childe,. | | 


NNITULNS drown tyrafelf in the flood of 


next fightisas hotin his love, and. : | 
ah epatſtit, a 'as there had been —— p 


| up fa tarde pomp Anger 
ous inway a rrow, only are _ 
> hy” Fro he net - x ty mens. Gr Oe. # 
n dolefril accidents. Tf that bee-our y 
weep yy 5 when {dmc moumiful obje&- preſents: ir {Of -to to | 
us, wherein wee are coucerhed;' iris afad frgri ro 'fre © our -2: 
drye, when the deplorable condition of our fob dotycheore 
us;: bur if our ſorrow 'ufe to expreſle it ſelf ſame other way: 
ich caſes, then that isalthe oxcyaril wha thie God requires 
in. 
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orabr wag fayour; which haſt ching-if it robe 
coningt your Whabidy: iro apr af Say and therefore 
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this fottow goes a great and inchudes init, a ha- 
cred of ſin, a reſolution - never more tq have ro do. with it} 
hs on rather rodye, than willingly atrempt (ueft another 

| at; anatualdeclining of it, z ferting our EY co refift the 
| next * rempearion a placing of 2 Wa ſelves, andin 


; every thing fucha temper as es quicr vg the condiri- 
) on el; bu "= en _—_ If wee m_ not corfires th 
this ' poltare, is not ſo much as in 
; workin us; which God looks for, ch. pu ck an ant 
| aedſech axe biw, vis. of that through reformation withou 
| ee don ri, Gals os 
can olir ſins ertt t 
: them, and aa away of bis we wi ”ot dew of 


) Gud. 
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were wont to dozand tharthe 


may procure leave to-praRtice ; 
trouble, but only ogra: to aging ks 
only that they.arc Sinners; and that they delire they may fo ſtill 
bee, and they will norſtick romake an open conteſſion of it, 
Yea, ocver men-may mcan by it, this confeſſion ſigni- 
fics nothing A jar ne hon thefts that men rehcrſe arc | ; 
known unto God before, and are s preſent before him; if ; 
that bee atheyhave ro «; viz, that they arc Sinners, an : 
have commirred ſuch pad luch -aQs againſt God; they.may as | 
well let their. rongues + eh 15 nothing new in 21] this. | 
Then confeMin is ſignificant, whenitis an. aft of. ſhame. and © 
faeopcuro to. OUT CE an att of gricl and pared, a dilavow- | 

wa Godt prattiſcs. ow wee fay ſomerhi 

oh ; this is a new ny 26 Gels | is _ <a 

there is forgiv CW1 or: ſ{uc ons, Prov. 28, 13, 

I. 1 Joh vor jvencfew Solomon praycs [a in che behalf of ſuch 


Supplicants, 1 King, 8. 47, 48, God himſelf promiſcth unto | 
_— Chren, 7. 14, Truc conſeion {ignifics that wee are } 
eres that) ve nothing toſay.for. our. {clves,, that. we | 


but cry. out againſt, our own baſenels and: fall 
» that I would rather not bee, than' do one ib vie a ad | 
agains that: wee are grievedAat pained at the. very. heart, an 

bur ygpt our {elves in fi 
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; For hee that turns awe) bis. car 
; by prigger bak. þ a 


s qdutics-: -; - 


* . 2 Asfor Prager, it 6 plain, the Jew: ate ot that in their 


{ Fofs, bur-it was commonly:c0..no. -orher & bur that 
God weld pardon then, nn again unite hee. pol fave thews 


- | from the hands Fo their enemies, while chey thought ,"w ofrurn- 


untohim, 'and enemies - out of their ſouls; 
anther bee echt which I aſflert as 'the 6, fond 
branch of this particular, .:haz tbis ix net the Fa which bee hath 


3 obeſen, tacauſe their voice to bee beard enhigh, 
mournful mourntul howlings, orin clamorgus perition: fe 58.4; and 
that when-they faſt, bee will not bear their cry, 


bear God, ber Oper bear or em 2 


1 bl car fem there pri Gone 
! . or. in the, do | 
# ofthe world, 'ars alrogerher, 1 
| which wee deſire, or are the c 


all choſe things, and. renonalaf 


for mercies, and fonxremoval 
ſenſe, incoherent, i purmovales 


not ruine t ems 24 
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' viz, cither in 


Jer, 14: r2, 


From bearing of "rhe Law, even 
.Prov "2 9: If men will nor 
hs ſaid hee” carnor 
-either inrhera- 


or 
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groan under; and therefore — WCe hes mt rfNounce to 
our prayers 


. 
io 


dl ww come TEL us5 om bay with F vdkcethae would 
rend the clouds, and _ ecm to m_ EWA for himy tro come down 
ro us; Yer it wee the caſes of dtrr trouble, wee 


have put fach ge Ds red = tenet to'our ſuirs 2nd 
petitions in the Contt Heaven, that wee cart have no audi- * 
ctict. Te« further, though wee ſhintd bet diffaffed ay ainft ony 
fins, thingh' wee ſhouldreſolve amendment, aud therefore Mregs | 
CORR. th Fat ther: ras Reg oy rod 
fineſt = 
2 


about this. itt teave allto' che care of 
Dr = concera himſelf nz our bu 


that ole WG ctetrutes 4s —_ R—_ 
ayers ve a perfet likenefle to 

Ws in A te im bare ery degry his C fer $e whe 

mire, wh wh would neither ick forward the Oxen, not lay be 
own ſhou oft uk ny ot boainm the firerigth of his 
Go pores 1 draw them out; ard 
ſuch an renin erm yr returned to fuch petitions as 
wasto hith, ©. 
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Oboe, diſce oh +6 FO 
"Rl ; 4hbibr, Yows fark "fe, Des; 


EEE Ta he moved by SE 


Los $ap, 
Tere: ER ge people #7, ad Law: 
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more" than once,Chap.t 

valent perſons aS Noah, 

their own ſeenri . F 8 

 AndI ved their ſuffrages to ns 
times nothing leffe thanan univerſabectormation (inche great 
Officers, Magi and Go ) will pro» 


cure Gods favaury but Thave already ſtaid dolong upon this 
: — wage >52>0p—agweyran £0 er a col E@, 
; ore Prayers are to r aur ſelues, or 

| Nation, when wee or the oy og es. were 4 boly. diſpo- 
: ftion of beart to forſaks onr fins, and with 4 1 Heart ts 
make uſe of that divine grace which-wee beg at bis » With a 
reins do tat wr [ove which wee deſire God fhenld do fer 
199; When they arc inſtruments to Piery and » and 
put our hearts into ſuch a holy frame, -chareven by our atti- 
ons wee 1nay pray and pull n the bleſſings ot heaven -up- 


onus. _. 

For as Clemens Alex. (| of a {pitirual. heavenly iper- 
fon, ing aVIS 3 fiG- fines % dune wghs $66v,.” his 
whole life is a Prayerto God, and a familiar converſe with 
him. xn 5 chrmh ir'ſome ſort, 2s. asto tho effec 
and ifſuc of Prayer, the holyneſſe of his life, iſpeaking power- 
full and  inhis behalf to/Goad, -if not more preva- 
enybecaule its the uſe and hy none, 
which we have reccived, and fo direQly intitles us tothe bleſ- 
ſings that are inthar promiſe, To bim that hath ſhall be giv- 
_ | 


But yet wee muſf take notice of this , that when wee pray thus 
to the ng ani amending of onr hearts and lives, the bleſſings 

are moſt con death 10expelt, are thoſe of a ſpiritual and eter-- 
nal narwre; ſuch as are forgivencſs e wi 

dd to life, and that we 'cannot bee! certain 
y all our Reformation weeſhall- 
wponour own perſons, or owr Nation. 
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ruine of a people, or: perſon may | 
ned;/'or ariicalt ſome very. Nhayp vithous 
fibility of reverſing the fentene Cmax heo't olvcd 
thaughehe fin may bee forgiven to- (and thoſe the chi 
eſt) purpoſes, yer not unto all, Who can tell whether 
wHlrcetura and .cepent., wasall that could bee ſaid in, the N-- 
wwvites cale; andan the calc of, Jeruſalem, e harp 
edthat their City and Temple ſhould bec deſtroycd;wi iy 0 
ny hopes of prevention of ſuch a calamity, th | 
{pace given them to repent in; thartheir ſouls might find mercy 
with:C0d, And this is our fatisfation that when wee faſt and 
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. wee wowld, not for any good omir\ theſe. perfarmances, but mth 


5 An! laſtly, Thongh all this bee done out of conſeierice;am 
honeſty of anr f erug\daicsrof faſtings, times of £ 
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; was the: Temaper.of this people,as. I noxed. in the beginning « 
#45 he urſe., Chey was, {crupulous in. th me 0 
to dilplealſe God by acglecing good 
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alas! poorſouls, this was the H 
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Scripture ſo much ſpeaks of, the finer fort: of Hypocriſy, I 

m4. wn carries ſo many to Helin a pleaſing belect that they 
ave going to heaven, while they are ſcrious and zealous in 
ſome things, bur not in -all- They faſted ſeverely, they 
mourned very bitterly, knocked their breaſts yery heartily, 
confeſſed very devoutly, and prayed very earneſtly, 
bur yet they did not ſearch and try their ways, to turw 
again wnto the Lord, they did not every one put away the 

evil of their doings, and {o all their zeal in the former 

things, inſtead of doing them good, wrought their great- 

er muſchief, by making them confidently to account them- 

ſelves religious perſons, and to bee angry with the Pro- 

phets, who would perſwade them tothe contrary. 

The Prophet {ſaiab will tully inform us how God valu- 
ed their diligence and torwardneſs in ſuch ſervices, To whar 
purpoſe it the multitude of your ſacrifice; > I am full of burut 
offerings &c,(1 even nauſeat the plenty of theſe devotions)when 

come to appear before mee, who hath requiredthis at. your 
handi>&c, The Sabbaths, The calling of Aſemblicr, I can- 
not away with, it is iniquit),even the ſolemn meeting, your new 
Moons, c,are 4 trouble to me,] am weary to bear them,&s,l(a, 
1,1,13,13.%c, This is worſe than all the reſt, that men can 
ſee ſo much reaſon to do all theſe things, and yet will ſee 
no reaſon to vegoone that they will have God to be plea- 
ſed with what room them, and gives no great diſtaſte to 
their natures, but will not part with any thing that they 
dearly love, though it be the grearelt offcnce to him, 
I: were well now if every ove would examine his own heart, 
and give himſelf an account, whether hee have done thus 
much as the people of the Jews bere mentioned did, and then 
whether hee have done any more» There are not many iris 
like that havethus faſted, and wept , and prayed, bur I 
doubt they are rarcly to bee ante ak perhaps of a thou- 


ſand)that make a conſcience not to fin, and to keep a faſt 
every day to God, by the conſtant praftice of mortifica- 
tion, and holy living. : 
I keaye it to the priyatc enuiny of eyery mans conlſci- 
| ence 
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zen bimſelf. It ic bee neceflary furcher to affilt kim; che 
explication of che ſecond truth which-I pri to bee 
conſidered, will I wy v- contribute ſome jw. 
to his fincere ſearch, both into his own condition, 

of the whole Nation , unto which I fhallnoy berake 
my (elf, and ſhow 

2 What the tre faſt of God is which this people did not , 
but have obſerved, and ſo what is further required 
to the rendring ts acceptable to God, This hath been fo 
much touched upon in the former ar tharlelle re- 
_ now nn m — of 1t, ex &: bee what 
moſt particularly belongs rothe opening of this portion 
of Scripture, and the laying before us the condition of 
this people, which may bee applicable unto us; as farre 
as Wee are para unto them, in which our own obſer- 
vation will beſt infurm us. 

Gods Faſt then is,as you cannot bur already acknow+ 
ledge, 4 thorow amending of our ways and deings, and 
commonly it is 4 gewmeral, univerſal reformation, if it bee 
a general food tor which God is (clicited by us, to which 
| may adde, cyocadly in the Rulers, Govetnours, 
and Leaders of the People, who have a manifeſt influence 
upon all the relt, whoſe faſhion ordinarily they - will be 
ins and whoſe {ns therefore are ſometimes alone name» 
ed in holy writ, as procuring Gods judgements,becauſe by 
their negletand ill example, the reſt run- more pronely 
into all wickedneſle.. 

Now becauſe there is bat a little time more remaini 
which I can hope your patience will allow mee ; I ba 
addrefle my If ro rreat ' particularly of that which 


impartially ranfack- his hcart 


God required of this. People, who came to bee enfors | 
ced by him in rclation ro their faſting , and wee may 


bring it home to our owncondition, according as we ſhall 
find juſt cauſe and reaſonſo todo, i 
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© terapers(cither becauſe they are {0 
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Godyen have 


þ Job AV 
the 9. and: to. 
that hee ad aber lodiog, aid | 
again in the 8,CHap,16,17, which lire you will 
take the pans to A 
Andthent doubr nor bur you will ſee reaſon for this 
obſervationythat the ſins thzy were chicly guilty of more 


than others, were weglelts of the duties of the '{icond Table, 
(as wee ſpeak) nor | performing of thoſe offices which one 
mn owes Mito anathber ; but violent breaking 41 thoſe 
bends wheroby men are tyed by ' God together, and therefore 
thar theſe things were caretully to bee reformed by rheix 
faſting: and prayer, They may be reduced to theſe three 


t Unjuſt dealing and defrauding one another, by lying, 
falſe ſwearing deviſing to over-rea 4 and ruite their brethren, 
Speak every man thetrath to bis Neighbonr, execute the 
judgement of 1rwth, imagine not evil, love not a falſe oxch, che 
7.9,10.cap.3 16,17, 

2 Want of mercy and compaſſion, cynelty, hard, and rigid 
dealing with therr neighbour 5,and this is as bad as down-right 
anjaffice chap. 7.9.hew mercy,Cc, 

3 Oppreſſion of the povy, and thoſe that could not right then 
ſelves ag ainſt the mig in g-10 opgreſe not the widdew,&c, 

2 this was cluefly the fault of the great ones, Of the 
rich, the rulers and governours. , 

Concerning all theſe and ſuch like fins, wee mult fur- 
ther obſerve Tie they were the iniquities of their fore- 
farhers, and ſo hard ic ſeems it was to cure theſe dif- 
dearly beloved. or 
elſe (o little , While men have a conceir of their 
purity in religion) that theſe perſons, their Children, res 
main gnilry ofthe very ſame faults. 
here tells them, whar words hee had ſpoben to their 
Fathers by the Prophets of old (as Þ have noted belare ) 
verſ, 7,. who for theſe,rogether with rwo other fins; viz, 
Sabbzth bre#hing and _— were turned out of the pro- 
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+ "The Hypecritical Nation deſeFibed. 
rh ebony Werder opti 19" ur Mhmereor 
t but none i upon as thefe, 
to bee the cauſe of their exp»/fion oxt of the govd land, and 
baniſhment into 4 ſtrange Country, as you ſhall diſcern 
before I have gone mu G | 
| Now it ſeems that their polteriry(theſe men in the cap- 
tivity) was grown more obſcryant of the Sabbath, and 
gruge harers of Idolatry, and becauſe of their ecligious 
 tervices which were more pure, took themlclves for ve- 
ry good men, though they retained their Fathers injuſtice 
and frand,crnelty, and numercifulueſe,oppreſſion and violent 
dealing, Which was plainly the caſe of the Phariſces (the 
polterity of theſe perſons) in our Saviours timc, betore 
this their laſt and long captivity; they were notoriouſly: 
gui oy of theſe ſiris, more than ot any other, while they 
could not bee challenged with any idolatrous practiſes, 
or with negle& of the Sabbath day, no nor with leſle 
ſtrianefle 1n any other religious performances» Under 
their Religion they cloaked their unrightcouſneſle, and 
made all their picty good for nothing, being ſtained with 
coyetouſneſle, oppreſſion of the widdows, and thoſe that 
had no helpers» with ſuch like wickedneſle, 

From all which, wee may bee bold to affirm ſtill, rhat 
God proceeds in fuch a manner with Nations,.that where 
theſe ſins do remain; it is in vain to faſt, and pray, and 
ys Godfor mercy, yea, to reform in other mattcrs 
which concern Gods worſhip and ſervice; about which 
commonly moſt of the noiſe is made, out of hopes that 
their prayers, and their preaching, and other religious of- * 
fices, rogether with the aſſerting of theſe from ſuperfti- | 
tion and impurities, will drown the cry of injuſtice, cru- 
clty, blood, oppreſſion, and ſuch like fins, of the which, 
that wee may bee the more ſenſible; I ſhall digeſt what 
remains into theſe particular conſiderations;;and make 


l r F 
pear this of old, was the Faſt which God required of | 
their Fathers by the Prophets, viz, that they ſhowld forſakes | i 
theſe ſins which I have mentioned, And that hee every 
WIIEIC 
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| hee was full of burnt 


where urges even in the moſt rcforming' rirnes, their 
growing more juſt;" mercitul, 8&c. in their dealings, and 
their prictiling thoſe. duries which ariſe from the reſpect 
thar one man hath to another. - | 

2 That after their returw from the captivity of Babylon, 
fill theſe things, more than any elſe are inſiſted npon, as thoſe 
they were deficient in, and ſhould amend. 

That theſe are noted as the waſting and deftrojing ſins, 
thowgh there ſhould bee no aber, © 16. pTES « 

4 That where men expelt peace, ſettlement," quiet, and 
removeal of judgements in a Nation, they muſt bave ax eſpe- 
Cial care to reform in theſe particulars, And above other 
things theſe are to be minded in our humiliation, becauſe 
commonly in theſe, Nations are moſt guilty,” and men 
are apt to imagine, that ſome religious duties are - the 
ogrcat matters that God expects, 

1 That theſe, of od, were the things the Prophets infifted 
vpon, is the firſt thing to bee cleared. And the Prophet 
Iſaiab offers himſeclt a witneſle in the very firſt chapter 
of his viſion, where hee findes no fault for their Idolatry, 
nor queſtions the legaliry of their ſacrifices nor charges: 
them with praying ro ſtrange Gods, nor blames for 


| with-holding his due oblations from himz no. on the 


contrary, hee acknowledges a multitnde of ſacrifices, that 

erin giy that. they obſerved their ap< 
pointed Feaſts, and ſolemn meetings, and made many prayers , 
but hee tells them,- 'ver, 15, that hee conld not indure to 
look upon them, when they ſpread their hands towards heaven, 


' | becanſe thoſe handswere _ of blood; and therefore the 
- 8 ting het ole, in, fr 


t they wonld waſh and cleanſe their 
of that blood which had beſmeared them, that they 


endly to 
ſe bloody 


| wonld put away their injuſtice, oppreſſion,unmerci Crna ts 


and then if they came and prayed, hee would fpe 
them, andbave a parly withthem, and do away t 


" crimſon fins, and reftore them - by their repentance and a- 


| | wendment 104 Snow-like whiteneſſe, as if they bad been as 


innocent as Lambs, and not ſo ravenens as Lions, read verſ, 
16,17, 18, and obſeryc to whortyit is thathee ſpeaks,viz. 
GC 3 fo 
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furry #4 (ow wo ihe oe) ond; thep to. the, 
people -ngggy a eas 
being Gomorrah) wey., wer «7 $M ck my [ES 
who had be deopelt ſhare in this Weregns ſic ring 
hr inten Hey we a þ tos 
1&5 LAY 3&4, 22, .2 * G4 = 
yer diſſe this witneſle, oy fy and cloſc- ' 


iy to the buſigeſle, Bce eioully.co read the 38. 
Sos. ver ,4, 6,7, and then rell mee whas Faſt it was that. 
God.ca led for in thaſa times. 


Audilikewiſe thoſe woes agaiuſt them that decxee un- | 
righteous decrees/and that write grievoulneſle - which 
they have preſcribed 1s 1wr» aſide the veedy from judge= 
*_ and.to takg away the right from the prey, Tc, cape 1, 

3, £4. 30. 12, 13. and- then tell mee. whas fins they 
wi much guilty of. 

Hee that will take the horns duly ro conſider theſe: pla- 
ces, will finde ſo- many other bordering upon them, to- 
che ſame purpoſes thar ee wil bee more ſenſible: of. the 
truth of that which I affirm, and I ſhall have occaſion to 
quia the: aſhltance of many of then before I con- | 
ch 

I hall noxe defire you to hear what the Prophet 'Micab. 
informs us. concerning this: matter, who. lived. inthe 
ſametime apy th And mee thinks. hee ſpeaks (till 


ſlible X 
gajnd 727 apaomar acoder agin abes ſrl in , 


their res. The moein ce coy I, 2. (which _ 
ſcechr youread) are againff theſe, who becauſe they had 
power in their. bands, contrived haw'to greatcn themſelves; 
thengh with the I) LS Gw bur a fair # 
ficld, or a houſe -whicli' they bad aminde' unto, womtd by 
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violencetahe it away, t it was the mans inheritance 
and tended to hos: wy, -o ran obap. 1, 2 3. hee 
Cemaneer moſt.cruel-and burckzrly ations; the flaying and 
Pp | 


w | nough, 
yetthey would Ganrne ping: npon theſe peor Sheletes' 5, but 


broks 
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Ziew and Jernſalem with this 
beamified the Temple, and repair- 


Spin, 

"'Bche Prophet 7faiah rold us, chap; 1. 10, 21, 23, and a» 
92in, chap. 3, 13, 14. 15, where hee reproves the Elders 
and great oneehar theck beating hu people to peeces, and. 
grinding the faces of the poor, for which hee was come to 
callthem to a reckoning, ver. 13, The Rulers chen be- 
ing fobad, there is lirtle reaſon to expett much juſtice or 
mercy among the people, who alſo oppreſſed and offered 
violence oxe to another, as far as their power would reach, 
for proof of which ſpare not toread, Micah 6, 10, 11, 
22, and likewiſe the fix firſt verſes of the ſeventh chap- 
er, which tells us largely of the general ormelty, coveron- 
weſſe, treachery, &c, both of the Princes and all the people, 
hongh never ſo nearly related owe to another; {o thar it 
ras as hard to finde a merciful and a juſt man, as to fande 
a bunch of Grapes after che Vintage» And therefore in 
ie fixth chapter, verſ.6; 8c, God by the ſame Propher 
alls not for their ſacrifices and religions ſervices (which 
tſcems they were frank enough in, and could have been 
ontent to have been at any expence abour, ſo they mighr 
quictly keep their covetous, griping, and- devouring 
ults and deſires) b#t to de jnftly, ro love mercy, and to 
valk humbly with God, 

It wee draw nearer to the time of rhe firſt captivity in-- 
0 Babyles, wee ſhall hear no new Sermons, but the very 
ame ſins ſtill reproved, and laid. before rhem to bee re- 
dented of, Zephaniah will bee our informer inthis mat- 
cr, who lived in the daics of Jofab, who wasaretormer, 
d with whom itis plain, the Princes joyned {tho 
ee may guefſe from: chap, 1, 4,5, that many of 
PCOPiIC: 
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Baal, yer 
© 

in this time of reformation b Cen. and worſhippec 
him, though privately it ſhould ſeem they had an Alt; 

for Baal; and hee ſpeaks not half ſo much of this Idolatry 
as of theſe other ſins; complaining again, ver. 11, tha 
his hanſe was a denne of Robbers, a meer neſt of Theeves, 
where 4 crew of oppreſſors met together, thinking to expiate 
all by their devotions, and chap, 9. from the ſecond verſe 
ro tho ninth, hee bewails theſe ſins, and theſe alone with 
2 {ad and compaſſionate heart, they being the very ſis 


that uadid themy as hee notes, verſ, 6, (throvgh ns 
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wee, ſaith 
demonſtrate 


Exekie/ likewiſe will witneſſe largely to- this truth, 
bembermp alta met NING che firſt 
Captivity 1nthe! choiakine (when hec opheciced, 
25 appears from chap. I. I. 2,)while hee lets os lng who 
the perſons were that God would account righteous, and 
that ſhould live,.and who the widked perſons were that 
ſhould bee deſtroyed, chep. 18, from the 3, verſe co the 
29th, and chap. 33. 14, 1525, 26, where though - bee 
mentiontheir Igolatry, yet hee enfarges far more upon 
theſe other fins, and the contrary yertucs, and notes it 
as remarkable in chem, verſe 26, of 33. chap, that the 
ftord npontheir ſword, i. c, did commit violence and eppreſ- 
fien, of which the ſword was the inſtrument, and by which 
they tbowg bt to defend and protelt themſelves in ſuch pratti- 
ſes; and this they did, even aftcr they ſaw Gods Judge- 
ments upon part of their Nation, not aboyec twelve years 
before, and the Chaldears were juſt now ready totake 
their City again, and deſtroy thera utterly, as wee may 
note from verſ;21. Theſe things they were ſo ſetled in, 
that it ſeems they made but a mock of theſe that came to re- 

ove them, and to threaten Gods Jndgememts, and did but 

when the Pro ſaid, that tor theſe fins they ſhowld 

bee deftrojed, and intheir City like fleſh in a pot, 
as they thetnſclyes phraſed ir in a jecring way»againſt 
them that would talk of ſuch an unlikely thing) chep. 11. 
'-.3, And therefore the Prophet applies it ro another pur- 
poſe, and then gives them leave what to think of his 
threatning, telling them that they had multiplicd their 
flain inthar Ciry, and filled the ſtreers with them, and hee 
was ſure that thoſe lain well bee comparedro 
fleſhy and their City to the cauldron, where it had ſoaked, 
and been ſoddenin its own blood, and that their ſaying 
did better ſer forth their own wickednefſe, than their 
qpnimen i t which they would not belecye ſhould come, 
ot becauſe of their bloodinefle they ſhould be flain not in 
the Ciry (where then they hoped r ſecurity) bur inthe 
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TE themſelves when the City was taken,ve, 
37, 10,11 
: Toric racotion ious 3 ket. you how-all aber 


may bee ſaid inthis Argument, and icad you alſo to the 
rea Tribes, .and ſhow yow how guilty they wene in theſe 
Matters, and how the P Cen then as well as 
Judah (tor which I refer. you to the Propihs« Micah ,, 
whoſe Viſion was concrraing Samaria and Jerwſalem, 
chap.1,1, andthe Prophet 4wor, whoſcvidion was chict- 
ly concerning 1ſrael,%and {aw what wagcomming upon 
the Kine of 8aſpan, who did oppreſie the poor, and cruſh 
the necdy, chap. 42) and therefore 1 will onely obſerve 
3 things, which ic will bee uſctul co take intoour confide- 
rations and will more illuſtrate all this diſcourſe,s: ous 
to the ſecond thing which I propounded to be 1 
. I Wee cammnt but take neticefrom what bath been ſaid thas 
even when they were reformed in their divine worſhip and ſer- 
vice,wbeu jay and [ ears ſtition _ caſt _— theC o—_ 
yet theſe great abuſes, i aq ins remained Among 
The T emple was purged a Levizes were ſanQi- 
fied, ſacrifices according to "the Law offered, the Paſſco- 
ver celebrated in ſuch amanner, rhat ſcarce ever was the 
like ſeengtrom irs firlt inſtirurion, the brazen Serpent was 
broken;and all this,by the conſent of the Princes 8 Rulers 
who ye-continued thes wajuſt, crmel, « and devonrisp,as both 
Iſaiah, and ficah (who lived in Hez.ckiaks time) 
and nn gonna ( who lived in JFefahs ) have infor- 
med us very largely; dobut conſult the 2 Chroy, 29. 
30, and you will finde "that Hezekiah the Kang, and the 
Rs ts worſhip'of God, and chap. 3 5,wheze | 
you will bchbokdthe Prunces : an Jojabs ti time, c; Wving a: | 
the Paſleover, an offering of two red 
fmall Cattle, and x wr <7 6 Fama —_— notwih- 
an were the m_ who ng o_ _ os 
loret 018 PECCEs, AN nawed (LEY && 
bad doxe with þ the fuſ — making 
them as bare ram ever they F 
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| anyarts for themſelves in the world > cannor 


The Hyporyiticnl N thou deſcribed. ' \ © 2: 

. . 5 Herein confifidn main grannd of their bypacriſy. and 
deceiving of themſelves, and fe of their 1%ine, Aman 

wink very hard chat doch noc fee the durits.of Jultice and 
mercifulneſle, of pitty and favouradtce dealing, 8c, writ- 
ten in capital lerters, borh-upoa his own heart, and inthe 
book of God; and one would nge think it poſfible that a 
man thonld have fuch (trange arcs of abuſing himſelf, as 
comnake hirſelt boleeve hee is 2 good man, andin- a fate 
_— while. hee  violates' all theſe known princt- 

&, d G . . 

There muſt boe fome notable blind, ſome very plauſi- 
ble tricksthatican caſt ſuch a nuſt before his eyes, and jug» 
gle him into fuch a conceited beleef, which here(I chink) 
wee have diſcoyered,: They : had high rhoughts of. cheir 
diviie worſtip, and-looked upon their religious ſervices 
as hugelyiplea ing roGod, and they knew themſelves robe 
very real; it is likezin this pecce of reformation,and fo they 
thought theraſclyes Gods people, the righe worſhip being 
reſtored,the altar of God being cl z and the Tem- 
ple repaired by their means, * 

Now their great zeal in theſe matters, and their for- 


wardnefſe to introduce the true Religion, male them 


overlook thele little rrifling things of juſtice and equity; 
of mercy and compaſſion; and to hope that God would 
doſo alſo, and not bee angry with ſuch a reformed peo» 

le, What? will not God give leave to a people thar 

te Idots> and obſerye diligently his Sabbaths, and of- 
fer him his conſtant facrifices-in the: right preſcribed man - 
ner, to bee a lictle unjuſt, and to ger what they 


pleaſed that r ve him his due , and defraud hi 
Heme all eighs, Gough ” not ſo exaQi 


? | : 
| Willie nor Gariefye him tharthey are ſo-zealous in thoſe 
eat RL Ogruy concernmenes of his, ry + 
2 


been ſo lon hg cy I 221 and for-whith they had been ſo 
yy nd here es-ſurely rhought they , . wee arc in a 
pane meyer Gebhenliquze, wee need not os 
aur (elves any further, but confidently wait upon ' 
A a 17 eve rn ps eons the Pr 
tes $5, t A WA)y togaeceivet efves, as you ma 
xcad, Mic. 3.11, The ban there judge for wt pr. 
the Priefts thereof teach for bire, and the Prophets thereof di- 
vine for money : yet will they lean upon the Lord, and ſay, - 
is not the Lord among 1? none evil can come npon #5 > They. 
would needs be. favourites,and thruſt yes up=-- 
on him, and bee confident of his. goodnefſe to them, 
jon they were conſcious of all this we mg rg 1 
cryed the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, 
as long as thoſe of Epheſms cryed, great is Diana of the E- 
phefans, and inthis Temple-worthip and religion they 
truſted ( Jer. 7, 4.) thinking that God was fixed to that. 
lacc,and that the "Temple would ſecure them, ascertain- 
y.as the Trojans thought themaſeclycs our. of all danger, 
while they could keep their Palladivey,” They dream. 
that as long they kept their holy place pure, they need not 
fear the taking of their City Taft as the Heathens thought 
their fortrefles could never bee won , while they could 
keep the good Genius of: the place from being c cd | 
away from ir. They cameand ſtood before God 
in kishouſe, and ſaid, Wee are delivered; and that made 
them do all thoſe fore-mentioned abominations-, with 
the 'greater boldneſſe, ver, 10, Yea, knowing them= 
felves to bee zcalousintheir. worſhip,. they have the con- 
fidencero come and challenge od 6s thongs Gary. Bed 
wrong done them, and had hard meaſure at his handsin 
not being ſaved by him from their enemies; Wherefore have 
fafted ſay they , and thou ſceſt not > &c,l{a58,2,3.48 
bo 6 fſeck, thee daily ? do.. we not delight to know thy waies, 
and takg pleaſure.in approaching tothee > why then doſt then 
Take no knowledge of us > This,this was the very thing that 
immediately ruined them” this was' ic that would not let 


AFP PT__LLANO DMDGCCTCMYCC_ATLL.SYTAIYTETTTS DS S:,; 7 


+ 4: > 6 


= 


The Kypecritical Nation deſarihed; ” - wp: 
their © hon, violence, and ſuch the os. They Belg 
faſt it» and ſo refuſcd to- return, Jer..$. gy, \. Thus 
OTIS i ncourngmem hehe hor 
| ro the inc vesin 
wickedneſle, rather than tothe awakaing of their hearts, 
to Cs Abaz, the Predeceſſor of their geod King 
Hexthjab , was delivered into the handofthe King of Syria, 
who ſmote him, and carried 4 great multitude captive unto 
Damaſcw,. aud into the handof the King of Iſrael, who 
[mote him with 4 great ſlaughter, deſtroying an bundred 
aud twenty chemſand valiant men is one day, and carrying cap» 
tive two hundredthouſand men, women, and children(which 
indeed were afterwards returned to ſee if they would a- 
mend) 2 Chron, 28, 4, 5, $.. The Edomites alſo, and the 
Philiſt ims came and laid them waſte, and. brought them ve- 
ry low; The King of Aſſria likgwiſe , who was hired to 
releeve him, did bat mere diſtreſſe, and not at all ſtrewgthen 
him,y.16,17,18,19,20, 
, But they could cafily impute all this miſchief which 
- | befcll their fathers, unto their Idolatry, their offering in- 
: | cenſeto ather gods , and forſuking the God of their fathers, 
, | verl;s5, As for themſelves they were r roi 
| © and hated theſtrange worſhip with all thcir hearts, 
| therefore could beeinno ſu perilof being def(vyey 
| | nowthey amended thoſe very-faults, for which their fa- 
; © thers were ſ{courged.. This juſtice, and righteouſneſle 
| & were but the.vcrtucs of the Heathen, that was round a- 
The pure worſhip of God was that which diſtingui- 
ſhed thega from all others, and would ſecure them with- 
out any of that admircd Pagan morality.. 
Well, I/racl. afterwards is carried captive inthe dayes of 
Hez.chiah by the King. of Afris, King 27, But the 
anſwer was ready, they worſhipped the calves in Bethel, 
the remnant of them laughed the meſſengers of Hezekjah to 
ſcorn, and mocked thew who were ſext to invite them 10 
jojn in the Reformation ( 2 Chron, 30,6. &c.) and there- 
fore God aft them own of _—__ , 4nd comtinned thein 4 
3 on 
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fo ' Phe Hypreritioal Nation dofertbed. 
#4ptiviry; brit how arry ſack evil ſhould © betide thoſe thar 
were the reformed, rhey conld not ref 'how to imagine; 
no, tey were (as the Propher Zephy ſpeaks, chap. 3. rt.) 
hangbry, becauſe of hit' boly #awnt ain, they ragged of 
Gods prefence with them, and ' of the care they hadto 
-keep his houſe clean from all heathenifh impurittes; and 
by this means flattered themſelyes into ſuch a conceit of 
their acceptance with God, and fecuriry under him, that 
ever afterthe captivity of Fmdlab; rhofe in the land of 
Babylon would not bee perſwaded that any more was te- 
quired to the pleafing of God, or that there was any 0- 
er cauſe of rheir expulſton, bur the prophaning of Gods 
worſhip; ler the Prophet Exzekie/ bee called in again to 
bear witneſte unto this, chap. 33. Jr, 32) 33, They came 
ard ſate before him, as though they rack 4 great deal of de- 
light in hearing Gods word, when as their heart ran after 
their — which words, by che whole ſtory, ap- 
pear to bee ſpoken to them of the firft captivity; yea, af- 
rer the raking of the Ciry the ſecond time, verſ7, 31. 
Andcan you think that the Iſraelites were not helped 
forward allo to their rnineby this deceit > No queftion, 


but rhey thonghr their religion, as bad as it was, would 


geere her, ani ere ſoconidert of i that with 
ev ilo r wonld ſerve their gods, 
wes 2, 6. V. They filth righteow for ſilver, and the 
ap7 for 4 pair 1, they Were ver) corrupt in judgement, 
= ff boy þ-Lagon acre which of had ny Meage by 
ever) altar, and they drank the Wine of the condemmed inthe 
houſe of their Ged, 1. c. they ſerved God with thoſe things 
which they had fo unjuſtly and violently <ooggy; and 
could bee content to fpend: _ im, fo hee 
would bat wink at rheſe untawful cruel waies of gerring, 
This iniquity would, iris like, haye ſtared them in 
tace, had it not been for this fine deceit, this Hyporrify 
which Tſpeak of char their ſerving of God, ant keepi 
= worſhip (ſuch as it was).would bee © ac 
_ God in ſtead of all rhings clfe whetein they might be faul- 
fy, 
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height; Ileave to thoſe to judge, who read 


EN 6143 debert, 


after cimes,. when the Phariſzes were in whes 


Ages, of their making long prajersy faſting 
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were exceedingly corrupted, and cared for no more, but vhet 
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friend to their belly aad purſe; and God conld do hing ag 
harm, who would bee kinde to them, | Unto which adde 
what is ſaidy verſ.11.. of theſame chapter, and what the 
Prophet Ezekiel charges uponthem, chop: 22; 35, 28 329, 
&c, whotellsus there of 4 > ny which bath $4 
Prophets, Princes andycople had mnade' from God; ſp that 
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